78     THE AWAKENING OF MODERN EGYPT

Palmerston threatened to resign if the convention was not
passed by the Cabinet. In a letter to Melbourne, dated 5 July
1840, Palmerston said that the difference of opinion which
seemed to exist between himself and some members of the
Cabinet about the Turkish question, and the extreme import-
ance which he attached to this question had led him, after full
consideration, to place his office at the disposal of the Prime
Minister:

My opinion upon this question is distinct and unquali-
fied. If we draw back and shrink from a co-operation with
Austria, Russia and Prussia in this matter, because France
stands aloof and will not join, we shall place this country in
the degraded position of being held in leading strings by
France. ... I do not know," continued Palmerston, " that
I ever had a stronger conviction upon any matter of equal
importance, and I am sure that if my judgment is wrong on
this matter, it can be of little value upon any other,1

The Cabinet, to save its own political skin, was cowed into
submission, but not without the dissenting ministers protest-
ing. In their appended note to the Queen, Holland and
Clarendon said:

Your Majesty is therein advised to accede to a treaty
which has for its object the expulsion of Mohammed Ali
from Syria. Such interference seems to Lord Clarendon and
to Lord Holland to be questionable in policy, and neither
necessary to the honour of Your Majesty's crown, nor
directly or obviously advantageous to Your Majesty's
subjects.2

On 15 July 1840 the Convention of London was
entered into by the Four Powers on the one hand and the
Porte on the other. By this convention the Powers undertook
actively to assist the Sultan to reduce Mohammed Ali to sub-
mission. In a separate act, the terms which the Sultan had to
propose to Mohammed Ali were stated: the hereditary tenure
of Egypt, with the governorship for life of the pashalik of Acca.
If he did not accede to the terms within ten days, the offer of
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